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echalifoux@pias.org; Jules Van Sant; tmangabat@gaa1900.com; jstoudt@picanet.org; Judith Glover; 
PIAGATFSafety@lists.printing.org

Subject: EPA proposes to lower the ozone standard
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To All: 
  
FYI - From EPA at www.epa.gov. This proposal is significant because if EPA lowers the ozone standard, the number of 
ozone nonattainment areas will dramatically increase. This means that the areas classified as nonattainment will have 
to develop and implement new regulations to reduce emissions of volatile organic compounds and nitrogen oxides, 
which are precursors to ozone. 
  
See EPA's maps at http://epa.gov/groundlevelozone/pdfs/20070621_maps.pdf to see the areas that could be classified 
as nonattainment if the standard was revised. 
  
Gary   
  
News for Release: Thursday, June 21, 2007  
   
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)  
 
Stronger Standards for Smog Proposed  
 
Contact: Jennifer Wood, (202) 564-4355 / wood.jennifer@epa.gov or  
John Millett, (202) 564-4355 / millett.john@epa.gov  
 
(Washington, D.C. - June 21, 2007) EPA is proposing to strengthen the nation's air quality standards for ground-level 
ozone, revising the standards for the first time since 1997. The proposal is based on the most recent scientific evidence 
about the health effects of ozone -- the primary component of smog.  
 
"Advances in science are leading to cleaner skies and healthier lives," said EPA Administrator Stephen L. Johnson. 
"America's science is progressing and our air quality is improving. By strengthening the ozone standard, EPA is 
keeping our clean air momentum moving into the future." 
The proposal recommends an ozone standard within a range of 0.070 to 0.075 parts per million (ppm). EPA also is 
taking comments on alternative standards within a range from 0.060 ppm up to the level of the current 8-hour ozone 
standard, which is 0.08 ppm.  
 
Ozone can harm people's lungs and EPA is particularly concerned about individuals with asthma or other lung 
diseases, as well as those who spend a lot of time outside, such as children. Ozone exposure can aggravate asthma, 
resulting in increased medication use and emergency room visits, and it can increase susceptibility to respiratory 
infections.  
 
The United States has made significant progress reducing ground-level ozone in the past quarter century. Since 1980, 
ozone levels have dropped 21 percent nationwide as EPA, states and local governments have worked together to 
continue to improve the nation's air.   
 
Ground-level ozone is not emitted directly into the air, but is created through a reaction of nitrogen oxides and volatile 
organic compound emissions in the presence of sunlight. Emissions from industrial facilities, electric utilities, motor 
vehicle exhaust, gasoline vapors, and chemical solvents are the major man-made sources of these ozone precursors.  



 
EPA also is proposing to revise the "secondary" standard for ozone to improve protection for plants, trees and crops 
during the growing season. The secondary standard is based on scientific evidence indicating that exposure to even 
low levels of ozone can damage vegetation. EPA is proposing two alternatives for this standard: a standard that would 
be identical to the "primary" standard to protect public health; and a cumulative standard aimed at protecting vegetation 
during the growing season.  
 
EPA is estimating the health benefits of meeting a range of alternative ozone standards based on published scientific 
studies and the opinion of outside experts. These findings will be detailed in a Regulatory Impact Analysis to be 
released in the next few weeks, which will include both the estimated costs and benefits. EPA projects that health 
benefits of the proposed standard could be in the billions of dollars. However, EPA does not consider costs in setting 
ozone standards.  
 
The agency will take public comment for 90 days following publication of the proposal in the Federal Register and will 
hold four public hearings. The hearings will be held in Los Angeles and Philadelphia on Aug. 30, and in Chicago and 
Houston on Sept. 5.  
 
Learn more about EPA's proposal to strengthen standards for ground-level ozone:  http://epa.gov/groundlevelozone/  
From Environmental Protection eNews at www.eponline.com 
  

EPA Seeks to Tighten Limits for Smog  

Stating that the existing standards fail to protect the public from ground-level ozone, EPA proposed a regulation to 
lower the limit for the primary component of smog by as much as 20 percent in coming decades. 

Officials said on June 21 that the proposal, which would revise the standards for the first time since 1997, is based on 
the most recent scientific evidence about the health effects of ozone -- the primary component of smog. 

"Advances in science are leading to cleaner skies and healthier lives," said EPA Administrator Stephen L. Johnson. 
"America's science is progressing, and our air quality is improving. By strengthening the ozone standard, EPA is 
keeping our clean air momentum moving into the future." 

The agency' proposal drew criticism from business and industry groups, which argue that current standards are 
sufficient, and environmental advocates, which contend the proposal does not go far enough to protect those 
populations most sensitive to ozone pollution. 

"Over the last generation, emissions of key air pollutants have dropped by more than 54 percent," said John Engler, 
president of the National Association of Manufacturers. "This progress has been made even as our economy, fuel 
consumption, and population grew. It's a success to industry's commitment to cleaner air. 

"We recognize that EPA has a duty to protect public health, and studies have shown implementing the current standard 
will do just that," Engler added. "Even though a lot has been done and spent, there is still a long way to go to meeting 
the current standard. Therefore we see no reason to revise the current standard." 

David H. Ingbar M.D., president of the American Thoracic Society, called the proposed standards "unhealthy for 
America's kids, unhealthy for America's seniors, and unhealthy for America." 

"The science is clear, ozone pollution is causing unnecessary, illnesses and death in America," Ingbar said. "The 
proposed EPA standards fall short of providing the protection needed to keep Americans safe from ozone air pollution." 

Ozone can harm people's lungs, and EPA officials said they are particularly concerned about people with asthma or 
other lung diseases, as well as those who spend a lot of time outside, such as children. Ozone exposure can aggravate 
asthma, resulting in increased medication use and emergency room visits, and it can increase susceptibility to 
respiratory infections. 

The United States has made significant progress reducing ground-level ozone in the past quarter century, EPA noted. 
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Since 1980, ozone levels have dropped 21 percent nationwide as EPA, states and local governments have worked 
together to continue to improve the nation's air. 

Ground-level ozone is not emitted directly into the air, but is created through a reaction of nitrogen oxides and volatile 
organic compound emissions in the presence of sunlight, EPA stated. Emissions from industrial facilities, electric 
utilities, motor vehicle exhaust, gasoline vapors, and chemical solvents are the major man-made sources of these 
ozone precursors. 

The proposal recommends an ozone standard within a range of 0.070 to 0.075 parts per million (ppm). EPA also is 
taking comments on alternative standards within a range from 0.060 ppm up to the level of the current eight-hour ozone 
standard, which is 0.08 ppm. 

EPA also is proposing to revise the "secondary" standard for ozone to improve protection for plants, trees and crops 
during the growing season. The secondary standard is based on scientific evidence indicating that exposure to even 
low levels of ozone can damage vegetation. EPA is proposing two alternatives for this standard: a standard that would 
be identical to the "primary" standard to protect public health; and a cumulative standard aimed at protecting vegetation 
during the growing season. 

EPA is estimating the health benefits of meeting a range of alternative ozone standards based on published scientific 
studies and the opinion of outside experts. These findings will be detailed in a regulatory impact analysis to be released 
in the next few weeks, which will include both the estimated costs and benefits. EPA projects that health benefits of the 
proposed standard could be in the billions of dollars. However, EPA does not consider costs in setting ozone standards. 

Critics said that the draft ozone pollution regulations fall short of the standard recommended by EPA scientific experts. 
"The law says use the science, the science says lower the standard to safe levels," said Francesca Grifo, director of the 
Union of Concerned Scientists' scientific integrity Program. "In disregarding its own scientists' analysis, EPA is risking 
the health of millions of Americans." 

Frank O'Donnell, president of the non-profit Clean Air Watch, said that while the good news is that EPA agrees that 
current smog standards are too weak to protect people's health, "EPA seems to be hedging its bets. It has suggested a 
range of possibilities. Most disturbingly, it has left open the door to keeping the current standards, which are outdated 
and don't reflect recent science." 

According to the National Petrochemical and Refiners Association (NPRA), EPA's proposed action could carry adverse 
implications for U.S. companies and consumers. "There is no need to change the current standard because it is 
working as intended and air quality is improving," NPRA Executive Vice President Charles T. Drevna said. "According 
to EPA itself, emissions from the six key pollutants dropped 54 percent between 1970 and 2006 even as the economy 
grew dramatically, and national average ozone levels have dropped 21 percent since 1980. Since the states have not 
yet fully implemented the current standard, EPA should instead help localities implement the current standard before 
imposing a brand new one that could result in further negative impacts on American businesses as they attempt to 
compete in a global marketplace." 

The agency will take public comment for 90 days following publication of the proposal in the Federal Register and will 
hold four public hearings. The hearings will be held in Los Angeles and Philadelphia on Aug. 30, and in Chicago and 
Houston on Sept. 5. 

More information about EPA's proposal for ground-level ozone can be found at http://epa.gov/groundlevelozone. 

  
 
Gary Jones 
Printing Industries of America 
Graphic Arts Technical Foundation 
200 Deer Run Road 
Sewickley, PA 15143 
P: 412/259-1794 
F: 412/741-2311  
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 
National Environmental, Health, and Safety Conference 
for the Graphic Communications Industries 
March 10-12, 2008  
www.nehsconference.org  
 
 
 

Get a sneak peak of the all-new AOL.com. 
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